
ARANA CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB INC 
 
 
 
 MARCH, 1992 
 VOL. 6 ISSUE 2 
 

 
EDITORIAL 
The Annual General Meeting for 1992 will be held 
on Wednesday, 15th April at 7 p.m. The meeting 
will follow the same format as previous years. 
After the official part of the meeting (Minutes, 
Reports, Election of Office Bearers and the 
Setting of Fees for 1992/93), the floor will be 
open to any member wishing to raise any matter 
pertinent to club activities. If it is your 

intention to put forward a motion in general busine ss, we would 
like to include it on the agenda thus giving member s ample time to 
consider same before voting. We have provided forms  for this 
purpose and they are available through Deborah Dwye r. 

 Due to other commitments, Deborah is unable to 
continue in the position of Secretary so we are loo king for someone 
to take on this role. The job mainly involves the t yping of 
Management Committee Minutes (held every 2 months),  answering a 
small quantity of correspondence and photocopying. If there is 
anyone who is prepared to take on this position for  the next 12 
months, please let it be known to any Committee mem ber. 

 Judy Valentine (Editor) 

**** 0 **** 

BIDDING PROBLEM 

This hand was given to me by Ed Brown for an explan ation on how 
to reach the Small Slam. 

Dealer North  
Nil Vul 
 Q J 3  BIDDING  
 10 6  North  South  
 A Q 3   1NT  3S 
 A Q J 9 6   4S  4NT 
9  8 6 5 4  5H  5NT 
Q 9 8 5 3 2 K J 7  6C  6S 
9 5   J 10 8 7 6 2  NB 
K 7 4 3  v o i d 
 A K 10 3 2 
 A 4 
 K 4 
 10 8 5 2 



 

 

Once North has opened 1NT (Standard American 16-18) , South 
considers his hand for suit play. If North holds th e trump fit 
in spades, South's hand revalues to 16 points - suf ficient 
points opposite the NT opening to be interested in slam. The 
first move is to find out whether the fit is there (3S - shows 5 
spades and is a 100% forcing bid). North dutifully bids 4S 
showing tripleton support. 4NT is used to confirm t hat all Aces 
are present and 5NT is a Grand Slam try. When North  shows no 
Kings, South bids 6S to play. 

Playing Acol, the Slam is still biddable. The only difference is 
that the 15/16 HCP hand is shown at North's rebid r ather than 
the opening bid. 

**** 0 **** 
 
BOOK REVIEW 

PLAY BRIDGE WITH MIKE LAWRENCE  -  Review by Deborah Dwyer 
 
Play Bridge With Mike Lawrence guides us through a competition 
with running commentary in a relaxed style. Each ch apter deals 
with a separate style of play. 
 
World Champion, Mike Lawrence, gives a description,  with 
dialogue, of 26 rounds of Masters* Pairs Championsh ip in which 
he competed. (* To qualify for a "Masters" you need  to have 
earned 1000 match points). 
 
This is the type of book you can pick up and put do wn and then 
refer to easily. Bidding is discussed in an easy to  read manner 
and as well, is entertaining. His thoughts and expe ctations of 
and from his partner form part of the bidding expla nation. An 
important part of the end result of the set 26 hand s is the 
OVERTRICK where play is illustrated to enable the r eader to work 
through!!! 
 
The scoring system is discussed at the end of each board which, 
for me, gave a better understanding of match points  (using 
Gamesmanship). 
 
In a nut shell, an easy to read book for players wa nting to 
improve their playing technique and procure that ex tra trick. 
 
All in all a good read. 
 

**** 0 **** 
 
ETHICS & ETIQUETTE  
I had intended to print an article in this month's Trump-It. 
Instead, I have decided to include this important s ubject as 
part of the Bidding Seminar to be held in April. 



 

 

Scoring, Handicaps and Master points 
 
Many Members have expressed an interest in knowing how scoring 
takes place, how their handicap is determined, and how master 
points are awarded. So here is a brief but, hopeful ly, accurate 
explanation. 

Scoring   
From the travelling score cards all results are ent ered into the 
computer. All results are entered as North-South sc ores, thus 
results for East-West appear as a minus score. A ha nd that was 
passed in receives a score of O. This is not necess arily a 
"bottom". If all other N-S pairs have gone down it would be a "top" 
for the N-S pair. On the other hand, if all other N -S pairs have 
made a positive score it would be a top for E-W. 

This is quite different to the case where the Direc tor prevents a 
board from being played because of slow play. In th is case, both 
pairs receive a "bottom" (ie 0 match points). Hence , the need to 
alert the Director if you are being disadvantaged b y another pair's 
slow play.  

In general scores are entered "as is". For example,  if there is a 
discrepancy between the number of tricks gained and  the score, then 
the score stands, as the E-W player who initials th e result is more 
likely to check the score than the number of tricks . Only glaringly 
obvious mistakes can be corrected (wrong column, vu lnerability etc) 
therefore it is imperative that E-W players check w hat they are 
signing! 

Match points are allocated for each board that you play (2 x the 
number of N-S pairs less one). Thus, if there are e ight results on 
the score card the top pair receive 14 match points , the next 12 
points, and so on down to 0 for the bottom pair. Th e computer then 
adds up the total match points for each pair. This is your gross 
score. This is then expressed on the result sheet a s a percentage 
(50% being average) and the order of merit for N-S and E-W is 
shown. 

Handicaps  
To establish handicaps, each player's percentage sc ore is saved to 
a file. Obviously, this is the same for both player s in a pair. The 
handicaps are based on the last eight scores. The h ighest and 
lowest scores are disregarded and the others are av eraged. This 
average is then used to calculate a handicap for ea ch player 
expressed as a percentage. It follows that, if two people always 
partner each other, then their handicap would be th e same.  

Nett scores are obtained by taking the average of t he two players' 
handicaps. Thus, North with a handicap of 85%, and South with 81%, 
would have a combined handicap of 83%. Therefore, t heir nett score 
will be 83% of their gross score. Unfortunately, ju st to confuse 
matters, when the nett results are printed, handica ps are shown 
differently. In the above example North's handicap would be shown 
as 15% (100% - 85%) and South's as 19% (100% - 81%) . 



 

 

Master points  
As well as the gross and nett results, the top thir d of each field 
become eligible for master points. The names of the se players are 
displayed on the results sheets each week. Although  the free-play 
vouchers are given to the nett winners when it is a  handicap week, 
the master points are still awarded to the top thir d of the field 
on gross results. 

Now that we are affiliated, the names of those who are entitled to 
master points have to be forwarded at intervals to the ABF. This is 
the job of the Master point Secretary (Jenny Lewis) . 

Master points are graded according to the status of  the 
competition. The basic points are known as Green an d these are the 
ones awarded for regular club play etc. Each affili ated club is 
also able to purchase a certain number of Red point s each year, 
which it can use in Championship events and the lik e. These are 
more valuable - 1 red point being worth 100 green p oints. Gold 
points are only awarded at the highest level of tou rnament play, 1 
gold point being the equivalent of 100 red points. 

If you are skilful (lucky?) enough to accumulate su fficient master 
points your efforts are recognised by the ABF with the conferring 
of titles such as Junior Master, Club Master, Local  Master etc. But 
who's counting?!! 

I hope this brief article clears up some of the mis understandings 
that some members have about these matters. For mor e detailed 
information about master points I suggest you see J enny Lewis. 

 Bob Pearce  

 

 


